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this great rift, must have made a tremendous impression upon
the earliest invaders from the east, and probably inspired that
jubilant cry of a land "flowing with milk and honey*" For
the modern visitor to Palestine will find very little milk and the
bees apparently have long since died. That, however, is not due
to a change in the climate, as one hears so often said, for the
climate to-day seems litde different from the climate in the days
when the disciples of Jesus wandered from Dan to Beersheba
without bothering much about the problem of their daily bread
and butter, since there were enough dates and there was enough
native wine for the simple needs of all travellers. But the Turks
and the Crusaders between them played the rdle of climate. The
Crusaders began by destroying whatever remained of the old irri-
gation works which had been built during the days of indepen-
dence and during the centuries of Roman domination. The
Turks had, as usual, done the rest A soil which only needed
water to bring forth rich harvests was systematically neglected
until nine-tenths of the farmer populace had either died or moved
away. Jerusalem became a sort of Bedouin village where a dozen
Christian sects and their Mohammedan neighbours were for ever
engaged in far from edifying quarrels. For to the Mohammedans
Jerusalem is also a very holy city. The Arabs consider themselves
the direct descendants of that unfortunate Ishmad who, together
with his mother Hagar, was driven into the wilderness by Abra-
ham at the request of the lattcr's wedded wife, the redoubtable
Sarah.
But Ishmael and Hagar had not perished of thirst, as seems to
have been Sarah's litde plan. Ishmael had married an Egyptian
girl and had become the founder of the whole of th& Arabian
nation. To-day therefore he and his mother lie buried just out-
side the Kaaba, the centre of the most holy of all places of wor-
ship in Mecca, which all Mohammedans must visit at least once
during their lifetime no matter how difficult the voyage or how
far the distance that separates them from that hallowed spot
As soon as the Arabs had conquered Jerusalem they erected a
mosque over the rock upon which, according to tradition, their
distant cousin Solomon, another direct descendant of Abraham,